Tshwaraganang – Facts and Stats 
Episode 4 

Episode title - Parents who leave parenting to the schools

TX date: 28 February 2008

“If you promise not to believe everything your child says happens at this school, I'll promise not to believe everything he says happens at home. ~ Anonymous Teacher”

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. ~ Henry Adams
Fact box 1 
· More than 50% of parents are unaware of what is happening at school. 
· Your child is in the custody of the school staff when she is at the school. 
· Teachers need parents help to teach: Here is how:  

· assist with the discipline of your child; 

· monitor your child's educational progress; 

· ensure that s/he completes her/his homework; 

· ensure that s/he attends school; 
· talk to teachers.
· Teachers have a legal duty to report any harm to a child. 
· No person may administer corporal punishment at a school to a learner (The South African Schools Act (1996) 
Fact Box 2

· All parents have the RIGHT to be involved in the affairs of the school – so attend meetings at school. 

· Parents can be elected onto the school governing body. 

· Consistent presence of parents is important (during at least one of the following: when awakening, arriving home from school, at evening mealtime (around the table, not in front of the TV) and when going to bed. 
· The United Nations says that ‘torture’ is not allowed. This includes  corporal punishment, “excessive chastisement as an educational or disciplinary measure”( 1982 United Nations)
· Family involvement is vital in the child’s social and school activities. 

· Professional help is important for a child who experiences emotional distress or learning difficulties. 
Fact box 3
· No child may be refused admission to a school because of an inability to obtain or wear the school uniform. (DOE School Uniform Policy)
· ”Parents become less involved in school as their children grow older 

· Lack of time due to work causes parents to be less involved in child’s schooling 

· Parents are partners of the school and their involvement is needed and valued.
· 21% of principals suffer from depression

· High percentage of headmasters use medication to keep going

· 52% of people becoming principals have had health deteriorations 

Headlines 

· Teacher Burnout? Blame the Parents – The Observer 
· Parents advised to frisk their children for drugs and weapons – 
           (the star 09/01/08)
· Mother takes school to court over Zulu lessons  

      (Sunday Times – 13/01/08)
· Teachers stand by as pupils get beaten (the star – 01/02/08)
· Research shows that parents may be the real culprits. 
           (the times – 13/02/08)
· Make smaller classes and see to it that teachers do their jobs properly – www.dikwa.iblog.co.za
· Should parents get bad marks for their children's behaviour? The Observer 
Affirmation
If you think education is expensive - try ignorance. ~ Derek Bok
Teamwork - makes the dream work!
Learning is a lifelong occupation. 

Teach me, I’ll forget. Show me, I’ll remember. 

A child educated only at school is an uneducated child. ~ George Santayana

Education should be gentle and stern, not cold and lax. ~ Joseph Joubert

A teacher should have maximal authority and minimal power. ~ Thomas Szasz

To make your children capable of honesty is the beginning of education. ~ John Ruskin

Education is what survives when what has been learnt has been forgotten. ~ B F Skinner

 Thoroughly to teach another is the best way to learn for yourself. ~ Tryon Edwards 

If the student fails to learn, the teacher fails to teach. ~ Anon
Contact numbers: 

Please contact any of the following provincial Departments of Education at these numbers: 

Eastern Cape (040) 608-4200/212 

Free State (051) 404-8428/9 

Northern Cape (053) 839-6500 

Western Cape (021) 467-2000 

KwaZulu Natal (035) 874-8411/3592 (035) 327-0331 

Gauteng (011)355-0000 

Mpumalanga (013) 249-8500 

Northern Province (015) 297-0895 
North West (018)387-3428/9
